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Measuring Social Network Structure with Position Generator

ZHAO Yandong LI Ruijie

Abstract: Position generator is one of the most important measuring tools of social capital. However
it has a major disadvantage of not being able to measure the structure of social networks. After reviewing
the concept and calculation of ego-centric network structural indicators this paper proposes some new
methods that can roughly measure the structure of networks using position generator. These methods
include measuring network composition, homophily and heterogeneity by measuring the proportion of
certain members in the network and measuring network density by the ego’ s judgement of degree of
intimacy within the networks members etc. The validity of these new methods has also been tested. The
implications of this research for the social survey methodology are discussed in the end of the paper.

Key Words: social capital name generator position generator ego-centered network network

structure validity
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