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Features and Enlightenment of the Legislation of the American
National Institute of Standards and Technology

LIN Xian-lan, LI Zhe
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: The US sets up a series of statutes to regulate the operation of National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST). Such statutes were formed on the basis of an original organic act and several relevant public
laws. In the legal system, the US clarifies the orientations of the institute, its relationship with the government,
and its organizational structure as well as functions. The analysis of the legislative features of NIST could provide
with some enlightenment for the management of national scientific research institutes in China. For instance, it
is possible to explore the mechanism of setting up an individual law or regulation for each institute, and to make
more clearly the mission, orientation, basic functions of each national research institute, and its relations with the
government.

Key words: US; National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST); legislative features of NIST



